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Purpose: Responding to emergencies on interstate highways presents an extra hazard to responders.  

Many vehicles travel these roads, and motorists may not be as observant as conditions 
require.  There is also a concern of additional accidents because of the initiating incident. 

 
Procedure: 
 
1. Interstate highway lanes shall have numerical designations.  The emergency lane closest to the far 

left median or barricade shall be number one (1), and each lane shall be counted from left to right, 
including the right emergency lane.  This applies only to the side of the road in which the 
emergency is located. 

 
2. Three command cars, which are equipped with "arrow stick" emergency lights, should respond to 

incidents occurring on interstate highways.  These command cars shall be used for blocking lanes. 
 
3. The first arriving apparatus shall assume a position approximately fifty feet (50') behind the vehicle 

in which the emergency is occurring.  Other arriving apparatus are to stage according to the 
attached diagrams. 

 
4. Command cars shall stagger their positions in 100’ increments in a slanted pattern to guide on-

coming traffice. 
 
5. Command cars are to use the arrow sticks to help guide traffic around the emergency. 
 
6. A reasonable effort shall be made to allow traffic to continue, when it can be done in a manner that 

does not jeopardize responder safety. 
 
7. Reasonable efforts shall be made to open blocked traffic lanes as quickly as practical, and 

reasonable depending upon the circumstances. 
 
8. If additional traffic control is needed, the police shall be requested. 
 
9. The incident commander has the authority to shut down all traffic in one or both directions if he or 

she believes that blowing smoke obscures motorist's visibility. 
 
10. Drivers of apparatus and command cars, shall upon parking, turn the front wheels of their vehicles 

in the direction that the vehicle should go, if it was to be struck in the rear. 
 
11. The second arriving command car shall assume the safety officer role. 
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12. Elements of this procedure are also applicable to incidents on other roadways. 
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